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Empetrum nigrum, L. 

Habenaria dilatata, (Pursh), Gray. 

Listera cordata, (L.), R. Br. 

Juncus ftliformis, L. 

Juncus trifidus, L. 

Luzula melanocarpa, (Ehr.), Desv. 

Scirpus ccsspitosus, L. 

EriopJioriim alpinum, L. 

Carex atrata, L. var. ovata, Boott. 

Carex canescens, L. var. alpicola, Wahl. 

Carex scirpoidea, Michx. 

Carex rigida, var. Bigelovii, Tuckerm. 

Phleum alpinum, L. 

Agrostis hiemalis, (L.), B. S. P. (A. scabra, Willd). 

Agrostis canina, L. var. alpina, Oakcs. 

Cinna pendula, Trin. 

Agropyrum violaceum, Lange. 

Lycopodium Selago, L. 

Lycopodium annotinum, L. var. pungcns, Spreng. 

Lycopodium alpinum, L. 

F. P. Briggs. 
Orono, Me., Oct. 1 8, 1892. 

The Canby Herbarium, 

The large and fine herbarium of Mr. Wm. M. Canby has 
been purchased by the College of Pharmacy of the city of New 
York, and will be deposited in their new building, now in pro- 
cess of erection upon 68th street, near the Boulevard. This, in 
connection with the herbaria of Columbia College, of the Torrey 
Botanical Club and of several private individuals, will probably 
render this city the most favorable point in the country for the 
study of collections. In announcing the purchase at a recent 
college meeting, Prof. Rusby read the following sketch of the 
herbarium : 

Mr. William M. Canby is a citizen of Wilmington, Delaware, 
distinguished at home for his financial station as the president of 
the Wilmington Savings Fund Association and his connection 
with various railway enterprises, as well as for his personal char- 



337 

acter and public service, and throughout the scientific world for 
his fine abilities as a systematic botanist. His early fondness for 
botanical pursuits found a welcome opportunity for gratification 
when a bronchial trouble drove him to Florida early in the year 
1858. 

The tedium of an exile from home was altogether overcome 
when the pine woods about Magnolia, on the St. John's River, 
were brightened by the flowers of early spring. It was the col- 
lection made at that time which was the foundation of his her- 
barium. Coming homeward by way of Savannah and Aiken, 
South Carolina, quite a large and varied collection was made. 
This was supplemented in August by a month's botanizing in the 
mountains of southwestern Virginia, especially about the cliffs of 
New River and the Salt Pond Mountain. A two months' visit 
to Europe next opened some opportunities for exchange and cor- 
respondence. 

Up to August, i860, efforts were mainly confined to obtain- 
ing specimens of the flora of Delaware, eastern Pennsylvania and the 
pine barrens of New Jersey. At the date mentioned an extensive 
journey was made to New York, New England and Canada. 
The collections made at this time enabled him to exchange ex- 
tensively with botanists in the three Western States of Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois, as well as with some in New England and' 
New York. Among these may be mentioned Dr. Vasey, 
Messrs. Hall and Bebb, of Illinois; Watson, Hale and Lapham, 
of Wisconsin ; Sullivant, of Ohio, Dr. Sartwell and Judge Clinton, 
of New York, and several in New England. Prof. Porter and 
Dr. Traill Green, of Pennsylvania, were also most esteemed corre- 
spondents. 

About this time, also, Mr. Canby became acquainted with 
Drs. Gray, Torrey and Engelmann, and active correspondence 
and most valuable exchanges were the result. The immense stores 
of foreign botanical treasures which at that time came to Dr. 
Gray were freely shared with Mr. Canby. He also became a 
purchaser of all valuable sets of American plants which he could 
find. The first of these were those of Dr. Parry and Messrs. 
Hall and Harbour, made in the then new country of Pike's Peak 
and the other Colorado mountains and the plains at their base. 
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He also purchased from the late Charles Wright more than two 
thousand numbers of his Cuban collection. 

At the death of Mr. Sullivant his large collection was sent to 
Dr. Gray, and through his kindness the whole of the foreign col- 
lection was incorporated into the Canby Herbarium. This was 
particularly rich in the Spanish and Grecian collections of Boiss- 
ier, in the Siberian and Altai collections of Bunge and Ledebour, 
in the Italian collections of Tenore and Gasparini, and in a large 
and valuable representation of the plants of France and Germany. 
He also obtained a part of the Venezuela collection of Fendler 
and a goodly number of that of Mandon and other collectors in 
the Cordilleras of South America. He also received very many 
specimens from Schultes Bipontinus, Dr. Schnor and Karl Keck, 
of the various German countries, from Prof. Parlatori, of Italy 
Rene Lenormand, of France, and many others. 

From Prof. Lenormand was also received a very fine collec- 
tion of the peculiar flora of New Caledonia which had been 
placed in his hands for study and distribution. While on the 
subject of foreign specimens, I must not forget to mention the 
many thousands of species received from Baron von Mueller, of 
Australia, Prof. MacOwen, of South Africa, and Dr. Cheeseman, 
of New Zealand. 

In this country Mr. Canby has exchanged with every one he 
could find who made good specimens and has purchased all the 
collections of Curtiss, Hall, Bolander, Kellogg and the other Cali- 
fornia and Oregon botanists. Later he corresponded with Prof. 
Post, of Syria, and received almost the whole of his excellent col- 
lections in Lebanon and the Holy Land. Mr. Ball sent him 
almost innumerable specimens from his herbarium, a very rich 
one, and also a suite illustrating his flora of Morocco. Besides 
this he made an excursion to Colorado and one to California, 
which resulted in the acquisition of several new species and 
many valuable specimens. In 1868 he again spent a winter in 
Florida, coming North as before by way of western South Caro- 
lina and Virginia. 

This resulted in the gathering of about 12,000 specimens 
which were most valuable for exchange, as well as in a more 
direct way. He has also, either alone or in company with Drs. 
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Gray and Engelmann, Prof. Sargent and Mr. Redfield, made many 
excursions to the mountains of North Carolina, the results of 
which told largely upon the value of his herbarium. He also 
purchased the fine collection of Fendler in Trinidad, of Garber, 
Sintenis and others in Porto Rico, of Garber in South Florida, of 
Pringle, Palmer, Parry and Palmer, and others in Mexico and the 
border States, and has unusually full sets of the various govern- 
ment collections and of the various collectors of Sandwich Island 
plants. 

The very extensive collections of Dr. Rusby in Arizona and 
New Mexico and in South America, and that of Mr. Bang in the 
latter continent are incorporated in the herbarium, as are also the 
valuable collections of Prof. Greene, of Mrs. Austin and Mrs. 
Ames, and of Prof. Lemmon, Dr. Parry, Messrs. Jones, Parish, 
Orcutt, Howell, Cusick, Tweedy, Suksdorf and many others in 
the far West and South. Most valuable and full collections were 
received from Dr. Mellichamp, of South Carolina, illustrating 
Elliott's flora. 

Lastly, as one of the botanists of Mr. Villard's North Trans- 
Continental Survey, a full suite of all the collections made by it, 
and a most valuable one it was, came to this herbarium. In this 
were a number of new species, and many others so rare that they 
were only known before by single poor specimens. With these 
have come the collections of the Canadian Government Survey 
and a large contribution from Prof. Macoun's private collection. 

From this it will be seen that during thirty years no collection 
which enterprise and money could secure has failed to become 
represented in the Canby Herbarium. The result is really a 
great one. With the Wood Herbarium and other specimens now 
in our collection, our Herbarium will number very close upon 
three hundred thousand specimens. 

As regards the value of the herbarium I will hazard the 
opinion that $10,000 would not cover the actual cash outlay 
upon it. Add to this the thirty-four years of assiduous care on 
the part of the owner, and an amount by other distinguished 
scholars perhaps aggregating as much more, and you can judge 
whether $25,000 would not be a low estimate of its value. Its 
scientific value is, of course, beyond all estimate. 



